TKGA Master Hand Knitting Program Resource List
Purpose and Introduction

This bibliography serves as a guide to published books and other published sources for fulfilling the re-
search required for the Master Hand Knitting program. The primary section of this bibliography contains
only books. Participants are not required to buy books. Many of the books are available at local libraries
and through interlibrary loan. Not all information in these publications is guaranteed to be correct. All of
these sources have valuable information, and while most of the information will be accurate and presented
well, some incorrect material may also be included. Research each subject in more than one source to
confirm accuracy.

Research is the foundation of the Master Hand Knitting Program. The program directions are designed as
a guide for independent study. The more research you do for each item in the packet, the more you will
benefit from the program. This bibliography should serve as a starting point in your research. Partic-
ipants are encouraged to seek out other resources as well. Every book or source you use will have its
own resource list. This is a great place to start branching out when researching a topic. Each level will
require more resources than the previous level. As you use a resource, place it in your own Bibliography.
This list should be included in your notebook and sent with your submission. See Appendix A in the In-
struction Packet for further information on composing your Bibliography list.

All items in the submission, except for your personal opinion, should include two references with a nota-
tion that refers to your resource list. The notation should give enough information so the reviewers can
find the resource in your list. The notation should include page numbers and any other information that
will help the review committee to locate and verify your resource. See Appendix A in the Instruction
Packet for further information.

Some books have been reprinted by different publishers at different times. This means there may be other
editions of a listed book in this bibliography with the same or altered title. You do not have to use the
most current version. Using magazines, journals, internet sites, and other media for researching the Mas-
ter’s topics is also acceptable and encouraged. Thorough research will include all of these media.

Participants are encouraged to take notes on the information they find--whether they agree, disagree, or
find the information accurate or suspicious. Keep in mind that authors may describe a technique different-
ly or use an alternate term to describe a technique; use the name listed in your instructions when writ-
ing about the technique.

Required Book Reviews

Levels 2 and 3 require book reviews. A Master Knitter should be able to evaluate books for accuracy, con-
tent, and target audience among other qualities. Level 2 asks for four book reviews, two on technical
books and two on design books. Level 3 requires two book reviews. Both focus on design.

All books in this list include a notation at the end indicating the category or categories of their content.
When choosing books for the reviews keep in mind the main focus of the book should be either technical
or design. Many books listed have the majority of their content in a category other than technical or de-
sign with a small section devoted to either techniques or design. Depending on the space devoted to the
design or technical information, the book may not be eligible for the book reviews.

Technical books discuss the hows and whys of knitting techniques. Most general reference books will
fulfill this requirement as will a book dedicated to a specific technique. Make sure it is not a pattern book
that explains techniques only to support the patterns or a history book of the technique.



Example of technical book: Wiseman, Nancie M. The Knitter s Book of Finishing Techniques. Wood-
inville: Martingale and Company, 2002.

Design books focus on the planning and production of a knitted piece. They help the designer formulate
and bring an idea to fruition. Design books can focus on general design or they can focus on a specific
type of design. A pattern collection is not a design book. There are many books on the market that have a
design section followed by a pattern collection or pattern examples. The committee cannot guarantee
these books will be accepted. Acceptance will depend on how much content is devoted to design and the
specifics of the content.

Example of a general design book: Paden, Shirley, Knitwear Design Workshop: The Comprehensive
Guide to Handknits. Interweave Press 2009.

Example of a specific design book: Szabo, Janet. Aran Sweater Design. Kalispell, MT: Big Sky Knitting
Designs, 2006.

Definitions:
Use the following definitions to help determine book type.

Design (D)-These books instruct on the process of design and discuss aspects of creating an original de-
sign. The book can cover specific articles or be broad in nature. A design book is not a pattern book.
While a design book may contain patterns, the patterns serve as examples and are not the major theme of
the book.

Pattern (P)-These books are collections of patterns. The main section of the book is a compilation of pat-
terns for specific items. There is often a theme for the collection. The book may include other information
such as definitions and technique instruction that support the patterns in the book.

History (H)-These books describe various aspects of knitting history as the main theme of the book. The
book may include other support information, such as patterns, explanations of techniques, stitch patterns,
etc. Many books in this category are written about a specific knitting tradition.

Stitch (S)-These are stitch dictionaries. They cover stitch patterns as the main topic. The book may in-
clude other information to support the directions for the stitch patterns. Charts may or may not be includ-
ed or may be the only method used to convey the motif.

Technique (T)-These books discuss knitting methods and directions. They define techniques and provide
instruction. The book may include other information to support the technique descriptions. There are gen-
eral technique books and books that cover a specific technique.

Fiber (F)-These books discuss yarn and the production of yarn. They examine the types of fibers used to
make yarn. You may also find fiber and yarn discussed in books from other categories.

Many books are a combination of types with space devoted to each type of topic and could easily be
placed in another category. Multiple category books have additional classifications following the entry.
Participants in the program are expected to develop skills in evaluating knitting books as to use, value,
and purpose. Books no longer in print are designated OOP. Sometimes you can find the copies in book-
stores, online, or as an e-book. These books may be accessed through libraries and used book sources.
Some out of print books have been made available as downloadable e-books. For downloadable versions,
check online bookstores or the book’s original publisher.
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